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He may have been led to come to Vir-
ginia by the fact that it had become for
men loyal to the crown and to the Church
of England a refuge such as the Puritans
sought in Massachusetts* We have ever
since been connected with that Church, nor
have I found reason to depart from it. At
times I have been a vestryman, but this was
in those days also a civil office, having judi-
cial duties, such as charge of the schools and
of the poor of the parish.

My connection with the Church of my
fathers has varied in interest from time to
time, for, although I have at times partaken
of the sacrament and even fasted, I have
not always felt so inclined, although I have
with reasonable punctuality attended upon
the services. I have had all my life a dis-
inclination to converse on this subject, and
confess, as Dr. Franklin once remarked to
me, that "silence is sometimes wisdom as
concerns a man's creed/'

In considering so much of my family his-
tory as is known to me, I perceive that men
married at an early age and remained no
long time widowers. Also I observe that
many children died young, as was like